
 

 

API SN+ACEA-08 

VS API SM+ACEA -04 
 
Penrite have recently upgraded many products from API SM to API SN along with an upgrade of ACEA 
2004 to ACEA 2008.  There are significant performance gains that go with the upgrade. 

 
Below is a spider chart that illustrates the differences.  There are large advances in wear, sludge and 

deposit control. 
 

Note that according to ACEA requirements, the year of release of the specification is not supposed to 

be quoted on the label nor product literature.  So labelling oils as A3/B3-04 or A3/B3-08 is not 
permitted.  ACEA specifications should only be quoted if the oil meets the current specifications. 

 
Hence any Penrite product that quotes ACEA specifications, uses technology that meets the latest 

issue of those specifications.   

  

Comparison of Specifications
SM/A3/B4-04 vs. SN/A3/B4-08

Soot Thickening

Wear

Sludge

Piston depositsOxidative thickening

Fuel economy

Aftertreatment compatibility

SN/A3/B4-08

SM/A3/B4-04
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